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Happy New Year!
Our holiday party on December 12 was a huge success and we can't
thank you all enough for the good food and good cheer!

February Wine and Cheese
Our next social gathering will be Sunday February 6, from 2-4pm in the
clubhouse and patio. We'll bring the wine and snacks- can't wait to see you
all there!

Budget Overview and Plumbing Project
Board member Mike Borka, CPA, provides expert oversight and guidance for our
budget (all owners received the detailed 2022 budget in December). We have two
major budgetary challenges going forward- rising property insurance costs (25%
increase this year, which is why we can no longer provide community cable TV) and
a large plumbing infrastructure project that requires replacing all original cast iron
drain stacks in all four buildings. About 30% have already been replaced, but we
must act quickly to replace the remaining stacks to prevent water damage and get
ahead of steeply rising material/labor costs. We will keep all residents updated if
and when construction work will begin in your unit and we greatly appreciate your
patience during this project.

Landscape Committee Report
The Landscape Committee met on 1/8 to discuss concerns over the combined $18K in grants we
have received from Sarasota County and Sarasota Estuary Bay Program. Concerns include having
more community engagement around how grants are applied for, received, and managed. Of
particular concern are the proposed bioswales near buildings A and B and the proposed plantings
near the creek edge and between building A and the bridge. In 2017, the first set of grants allowed
our community to remove a great deal of invasive plants, vines, and trees as part of a multiphase
plan for removing invasives from much of the property. The 2022 grants are designed to introduce
native plants/trees/shrubs near the Tuttle bridge area (and elsewhere?) and install bioswales near
the pool and gazebo. Unfortunately, there has been little to no community input around this
process and many residents are now asking for full transparency, collaboration, and
communication. The landscape committee and other concerned residents very much wish to see
the community balance the need to be responsible stewards of our fragile ecosystem with the
needs/wishes of the property owners and constraints of our limited financial resources for grounds
maintenance.
We will be hosting a community forum to discuss a recent proposal to seek an additional $10,000
grant from SEBP on Wednesday, 1/26, at 5:30pm in the clubhouse. Ron Van Fleet, Professional
Wetland Scientist and consultant/grant writer for our community, will join us for Q&A.

Kayak Storage

Paws Park

Several community members have asked us to revisit
the possibility of providing kayak storage on our
property. The board is reviewing the necessary
changes to our governing documents and we will
send more information before this goes up for a vote.
The preliminary discussion states that:
any storage rack/unit will be placed out of
residential view (in the guest parking lot or far
meadow)
all costs will be covered by owners who wish to
participate (no community funds will be used)
there is no impact to our property insurance rate
kayaks will be insured by owners through their
private homeowner's insurance

A new owner has generously offered
to fund a fenced dog park in the
meadow near the southeast pond
area. Combined with the kayak
storage proposal, this amenity will
also enhance property values and
provide more opportunities for us to
build a vibrant community. Board
members are carefully considering the
proposal and we will have more
details next month.

Welcome Prokop Management!
We are pleased to welcome Prokop Management as our community's new
management company. We thank Tom Wisdom and Ross Peachy for their 7 years
of great service and we look forward to working with Andrew, Phyllis, and their
team to manage and support our community's needs.

Bromeliad Cleanup
Do you love our community's beautiful bromeliads? Keep an eye out for an
email on a community clean up day/info session.
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