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IMPORTANT VOTE NOTICE FOR JUNE
The Board is proposing an important change to our
Declaration Documents. Owners may vote by paper
mail-in ballot OR electronically (you will receive an
email with a one-time use ballot link).

Declarations Change
As many of our long-time residents know, our community relies on three different sets of governing
documents, required by state law, to manage our community. These documents include:
Declarations: These are filed with Sarasota County and govern how we as a community make
use of the community property and what owners can/cannot do with their individual units. The
Declarations are binding similar to the way a deed to a house is binding in a deed-restricted
community.
Articles of Incorporation: These are filed with the State of Florida (and then recorded with
Sarasota County). Their purpose is to establish a condominium community association that
ensures the community and residents are in compliance with the Declarations as well as with
state and local laws.
Bylaws: These are filed with Sarasota County and govern the operation of the community's
association and its owners (voting, board members, officers’ responsibilities, etc.).
Our original Declarations were written in 1979. The only time they have been amended was in 2001
to change and clarify the rules for leasing individual units. For over twenty years the Declarations
have not been able to be changed due to a 75% owner voting requirement and the lack of owner
voter participation.
After much productive discussion at the March and April board meetings (both well attended with
many residents in addition to the board), we propose changing the Declarations vote from
75% to 60%. This allows for a clear majority of owners to provide support for or against proposed
changes and also avoids a slim 51% majority vote. Our desire is to provide as much transparency
and community-driven decision making as possible as well building increased owner participation in
our governing process. The ultimate goal is to make it possible to change the Declarations in such a
way that will enhance the community’s quality and value.

Declarations Change (continued)
We will discuss this proposed change more at the May board meeting (May 16, 5:30pm) as
well as at a special Q&A Zoom session in early June (ballots are due on June 16). We will
provide both traditional mail-in ballots as well as electronic voting through ElectionBuddy (and
we will ensure each owner casts only one vote, regardless of method).
(co-authored by Helene Gold and Mike Borka)

Bridge Work and New Sign
John Burgstiner, Henry Alberico, Ben Homola, and
Brian Timmons have been making great progress on
repairing and restoring our bridge to the adjoining
shopping center. In addition to all new beams and
supports on 1/3 of the structure and solar lighting,
Brian Timmons, board member and owner of six
years, hand-crafted a new sign above the gate.
We are all so impressed with Brian's woodworking
skills and I asked him to share a bit about his
background. His interest began early in his
grandfather's woodworking and clock-making shop.
Brian has worked in cabinet, furniture, and kayak
making as well as home building and he now focuses
on part-time kitchen remodeling.

Paws Park
Our Paws Park is 90% complete! Signs will be
posted soon with rules for its use and doggie
clean up bags are on the way. We encourage
all of you to bring your pretty pooches out to
play!

John (302C) and Susan (301C) tested out the
new park and their pups are perfectly pleased!
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eVoting Update

Grounds Update

We have decided for now to offer both
traditional mail-in paper ballots as well as evoting. Measures are in place to ensure all votes
are counted and that no vote is counted twice.
Please do not hesitate to reach out with
questions around the voting process.

A grounds clean up day was held on Saturday
4/23- Ben Homola, Maureen Seel, David
Henderson, Greg Strickland, Bill Orcutt, Cindy
Guest, John Scalzi, John Burgstiner, and Jay &
Sandy Wilson spent hours cleaning up dead
trees/branches in the meadow near the dog park
and the area looks great. Thanks everyone, for
your hard work and for keeping our property
beautiful!

Safety Update
Many residents have noticed an uptick in
community members cutting through or
entering our property since the old fence
was removed. In addition to installing a new
fence, we are repairing night time lightning in
the parking lot and far meadow and have
installed a lock on the north-facing pool
fence gate.

Additionally, Sandy Wilson is working with the
Sarasota Bromeliad Society and a committed
group of community volunteers (Greg Strickland,
John Scalzi, Cindy Guest) to develop a plan to
maintain and provide long-term planning for our
community's hundreds of bromeliads.Thanks
everyone, for your hard work and for keeping
our property beautiful!

Fence Update
The board is developing plans to replace the fence between our property
and Windom Allergy. We will be responsible for the planning and costs
since Windom is not obligated under Sarasota County code to replace the
previous fence (and they have declined to work with us on the project). John
Burgstiner is working on providing quotes and design options and we should
have more information on the project for the next newsletter.
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