
With record voter participation, we are very excited to report that the amendment
to change the declaration documents has passed (45 YES, 4 NO,). Going forward
we can make changes with a 60% majority vote instead of 75%. All future initiatives
will be communicated clearly and consistently through the newsletter, meetings,
and neighbor outreach. Shared, transparent governance will allow us to manage our
community's growth, safety, and maintenance in a manner that is sensible,
sustainable, and most important of all, to the benefit of everyone in our wonderful
community.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you to all of our owners who participated
in this historic change to the governance of our community! You are so appreciated!
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John and Ben Wrangle a Giant Alligator

A few weeks ago, we sent out a notice that John
Burgstiner encountered a "friendly" huge alligator (about
9 feet long and 300 pounds) on our property behind the
shopping center. That property has become overgrown
and many people have set up a tent camp. John has
been instrumental in having the camp cleared out, with
the help of the county sheriff, and we hope to prevent
another encampment in the future by keeping the foliage
cut back. We're pleased to report that John and Ben
Homola assisted a professional trapper to capture and
remove the alligator (and it was quite the encounter!).
Although this fellow is no longer a threat, please stay
alert to other alligators near the water.



Grounds Update

Our grant-funded projects to install a
bioswale near the pool/building A and to
plant native grasses and shrubs will begin in
the next couple of weeks. Thanks so much to
the landscape committee for keeping us all
posted on the details of this project and a
special thank you to our board president,
Henry Alberco for working closely with Ron
Van Fleet (our former grant writer/project
manager) on these grants.

Special Assessment for New Fences, Bridge Repair, and Pool Pavers

In addition to wrangling alligators, John Burgstiner presented the board with a breakdown of
the costs associated with replacing the fence between our property and Windom Allergy as
well as replacing the pool fence, finishing the bridge replacement/repair project, and
repairing and replacing a portion of the pool pavers. The total project cost exceeds our
budget by $25,650. To complete these repairs, the board proposes a special assessment of
$450 per unit. This assessment will be voted on by the board at the next meeting on
Monday, July 25th.

Speaking of wildlife...

Sarasota Magazine just published an article on the return of coyotes to Sarasota county. Although
they are not a threat to people (but they do prey on outdoor cats), it's important to be aware that
they could be in our area. 

Read the article here.
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 Plumbing Update

Our board Treasurer, Mike Borka, CPA,
informed us at Monday's board meeting that
the $200K loan needed to replace the
remaining building sewer stacks has been
approved and the closing process has begun.

We will keep you all informed when work on
your unit (if necessary) will begin. 

https://www.sarasotamagazine.com/news-and-profiles/coyotes-florida
https://www.sarasotamagazine.com/news-and-profiles/coyotes-florida
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MARGARITA POOL PARTY! Sunday, July 10, 3pm

Join us at the pool and clubhouse for refreshing Margaritas and
yummy snacks! Hang out in the clubhouse, find a shady spot on the

pool deck, or splash around in the pool with your neighbors!
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Now that hurricane season has begun (and it looks like it's going to be another active
one), it's a good time to ensure you have enough shelf-stable food, bottled water,
batteries, flashlights, portable radios, and other supplies to withstand an extended

power outage. I recommend purchasing a battery operated fan (like this one) as well.
Since our property is in Evacuation Zone A (flood risk from the creek), you can use this

Hurricane Preparedness Guide from the county to consider your options if you
choose to evacuate.

 
Because our property's sewage is handled by a lift station system, we will not be able to

flush toilets, take showers, do dishes, etc. if the power is out for more than a day.

Hurricane Preparedness

mailto:OrchidOaksNotes@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B013BOC6VC/ref=sspa_dk_detail_2
https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/hurricane-preparedness

